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738 OLD SETTLERS OF

OLD TOWN.

Lewis CAsE.

Lewis Case was born, February 27, 1809, in Ontario County,
New York. His father’s name was Abner Case, and his mother’s
name before her marriage was Olive Rolland. Both were full
blooded Connecticut Yankees. Abuner Case was a soldier in the
war of 1812. He was a private and served under Generals Scott
and Harrison. He saw the burning of Buffalo, the blowing up
of Fort Erie, and was at the battle of Lundy’s Lane. During
the latter ficht he was stationed in an orchard. During his ser-
vice under General Harrison he was slightly wounded, having
three fingers of his left hand shot off. Mr. Case drew a pension
until his death, which occurred January 6,1854. His wife died
on the day following, and both were buried in the same grave in
‘Wisconsin, near Madison.

Lewis Case lived in Ontario County until he was sixteen
years of age. There he received his education, which was that
of the common school. The scholars in that section of country
complied with the custom of those days, which was to bar out
the schoolmaster on Christmas day. At one time they barred
out the master and the contest lasted three days. They fortified
themselves in the schoolhouse and stood the siege. The people
near by gave the scholars plenty to eat, lots of cake and cider
and fuel to burn in the fireplace. The schoolmaster tried to
smoke them out by covering the chimney, and for a while it
seemed that he would succeed ; but the scholars put out the fire
by pouring on cider, and stopped the smoke. After three days
the contest ended in breaking up the school.

In the year 1824, the family moved to Huron County, Ohio.
They lived in the woods among the large timber wolves, which
were very plenty. At one time a timber wolf was caught by the
fore leg in a trap, and the dogs were collected from all over the
country to fight it, but it whipped them all.

In July, 1883, Lewis Case came with his wife and child to
MecLean County, Illinois, and settled on Kickapoo Creek, on the
north side of Old Town timber. When they first came, they
went to Bloomington, and the first man to welcome them and
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give them their dinner was General Gridley, who then boarded
at James Allin’s. During the following winter, the families of
Lewis Case, Abner Case, Charles Lewis and Thaddeus Case,
fifteen persons in all, wintered in a little house fourteen feet
gsquare. Their household goods were put up around the sides of
the room on pins. They had two bedsteads and two trundle
beds. A part of the folks were obliged to retire at night before
the remainder could make their beds on the floor. During that
winter Mr. Case cut, split and hauled logs for a house. In the
spring the house was built, and in April they moved into it. It
was a small cabin, but Mrs. Case had room in it for a spinning
wheel and a loom. She spun and wove the clothing for the
family, and when her girls were large enough they also were
taught to spin and weave. She made linsey, jeans and linen,
and the family lived happily in the rude cabin with their home-
spun attire. For three years they remained in the little cabin
and then moved to where they now live.

For thirteen years, the house of Mr. Case was used as a
preaching place by the Methodists. This was the first denomi-
nation here. After a while the Cumberland Presbyterians came
in and joined with the Methodists and built the Union Church.
But the old church having served its time, the Methodists built
a new one called the Hopewell Church. The old building was
sold for eighty dollars in money, which was divided between the
two denominations that built it. George Gar now uses the old
church for a barn. The people seemed to enjoy themselves very
well at the meetings held at private houses. The congregation
often filled the house, and sometimes the bedding and furniture
were carried out to make room.

The early settlers were always anxious to have their children
educated, and were willing to make all sacrifices. School was
kept during one summer in Mr. Case’s barn. Mrs. Case was
careful to see that her children attended punctually and regu-
larly, and says that one of her children missed only two or three
days in the year.

Mrs. Case was an industrious woman. She made clothes tor
people and took her pay in work. She made coats for the men,
and they in return made hay or ploughed for Mr. Case. She
made a coat for Senator John Cusey, and he made hay for a



740 OLD SETTLERS OF

week to pay for it, and worked well. Mr. Case was also indus-
trious and made shoes and cobbled for the neighborhood.

On the 18th of October, 1831, Mr. Case married Sarah Hen
dryx, in Huron County, Ohio. He has had five children, ot
whom four are living. They are:

Mary Ann, wife of Peter B. Price, lives at Downs Station.

Olive, wife of J. W. Savage, lives near Downs.

Sarah Elizabeth, wife of Wesley Savage, lives in Downs
township, near the eastern boundary.

Hannah Emeline, wife of Sylvanus Michael, lives in Old
Town, near the western boundary.

Mr. Case is five feet and nine or ten inches in height. His
head is partially bald, and his nose is Roman. He is a worthy
man and thinks much of his family and friends. He is hospita-
ble and kind to all. He has succeeded well and has accumulated
enough property to make him comfortable; but his industrious
habits cling to him, and he continues to carry on his farm as in
the days of the early settlement.

Harvey Bismor.

Harvey Bishop, eldest son of William Bishop, was born Au-
gust 2, 1821, in Virginia. In the year 1833 the Bishop family
came to Illinois. William Bishop wished to obtain land for his
children, and it cost too much in Ohio.

Mr. Bishop obtained his education in a log school house du-
ring the winters, as all the pioneer children did. The school
teachers in those days were severe; and Mr. Bishop remembers
an instance where the courts interfered, and a teacher was fined
for the severity and brutality of his punishment. He went to
school for one winter to- John Magoun in Old Town and found
him a most excellent teacher. He never punished his scholars,
and they all liked him, and he had great success. It was then
very evident that Mr. Magoun would remain an old bachelor,
as he did not pay his addresses to the ladies of Old Town. He
was a very conscientious teacher, and his scholars had confidence
in him.

Mr. Bishop was never a hunter, and only killed one deer in
his life. This was when he was sixteen or seventeen years of
age. A lightsnow had fallen on the ground, and he asked his



